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Purim
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Congregation Beth El

More than 2000 years ago, the Jewish people
in Babylonia were doing well. Life was good,
and the Jews were moving up the social ladder.
And then, in the blink of an eye, a madman
named Haman came to power. And in that
darkest hour, when the Jews were on the
verge of complete destruction, it was left to
one brave, intelligent and beautiful Jewish
woman, and one stubborn but wise Jewish man,
to change the course of history.

~~~~~~~~~
About 110 years ago, Walter Elias Disney was
born in Chicago, Illinois. He went on to create
one of the largest media and entertainment
companies in the world. Tonight, you’ll see what
happens when these two worlds collide.
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Chapter 7:
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Chapter 8:

Heigh-Ho/Whistle While You Wait (to the tune of “Heigh-Ho” and “Whistle While You
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Hakun Hamantaschen (to the tune of “Hakuna Matata” from The Lion King)

Finale:
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The Mickey Mouse Club Megillah March (to the tune of “The Mickey Mouse Club
March)
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A Whole New Shpiel
(to the tune of “A Whole New World”)
We can show you Shushan
Shining, shimmering, splendid
Tell me, Beth El, now when did
You last learn about Purim?

A whole new shpiel
(Every song a gemstone)
Shining bright for every Jew
(Every line a trend-setter)
We haven’t got a care
There’s time to spare
Let us share this whole new shpiel with you

We will bring you Esther
Not to mention Haman
We'll have song and rhymes galore
Puns are de rigeur

A whole new shpiel
A new fantastic Purim show
Get all your groggers out
And start to shout
And learn about our heroes

A whole new shpiel
A new fantastic Purim show
Get all your groggers out
And start to shout
And learn about our heroes

A whole new shpiel
(Every song a gemstone)
Shining bright for every Jew
(Every line a trend-setter)
We haven’t got a care
There’s time to spare
The Purim show, is almost here
Let us share this whole new shpiel
with you

A whole new shpiel
It's party time for ev'ry Jew
It's not Camelot, or Billy Joel
Yes, we wrote a whole new shpiel for you
Yes, we wrote a whole new shpiel for you
Unforgettable tunes
Most improbable story
Jews get all the glory
And we'll re-tell it all for you

A whole new shpiel
A whole new shpiel
That's where we are
That's where we are
Lots of new songs
And righting wrongs
For you and me
For you and me
For you and me

A whole new shpiel
(More songs about Mordechai)
A hundred thousand jokes to share
(Don't get up – it’s show time)
We're just some amateurs
But we’ve rehearsed
We can feel there’s magic in the air
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Bare Necessities

(to the tune of the same name)
It’s just the bare necessities,
She’ll dance all night just as I please,
Otherwise she will not be my wife.
I mean the bare necessities,
Old Mother Nature’s recipes,
She’ll bring the bare necessities to life!

Wherever they wandered, wherever
they roamed,
They just couldn’t find her, in that big
home.
The pressure from the drunken king,
Who summoned her to dance and sing.
Although he bragged to everyone,
Queen Vashti and her throne were
done,
She wouldn’t dance on cue.

Wherever they wandered, wherever
they roamed,
They just couldn’t find her, in that big
home.
The pressure from the drunken king,
Who summoned her to dance and sing.
Although he bragged to everyone,
Queen Vashti and her throne were
done,
She wouldn’t dance on cue.

Defiant Vashti of the throne will never do.
Will never do!

<Instrumental>

Defiant Vashti of the throne will never do.
Will never do!

Without the bare necessities,
You’ll lose your royal pedigrees,
We can’t have Shushan women causing strife.
I mean the bare necessities,
So old King A. can rest at ease
With just the bare necessities of life…
Yeah! With just the bare necessities of life.

Without the bare necessities,
You’ll lose your royal pedigrees,
Forget about your worries and your strife.
I mean the bare necessities,
As simple as the birds and bees,
With just the bare necessities of life.
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I Just Can’t Wait to be Queen
(to the tune of “I Just Can’t Wait to be King”)
I’m gonna be a mighty queen, so Shushanites beware!
Well, you and Achashverosh just might make a perfect pair.
I’m gonna be the main event, like no queen was before!
I’m brushing up my davening, and using my Siddur.
A Siddur?! Why would you need such a thing?
Oh I just can’t wait to be queen!
No one saying wear this.
No one saying be there.
No one saying do that.
No one saying sit here.
Free to sing and dance all day!
Free to do it all my way!

Now you may want to know…
I really think you should…
What you don’t realize is…
No the king may want you to be…
Well now that may make the king happy…

I think it’s time I tell you how to be a proper queen…
You’ve got to look your best each day and never come off mean.
Esther I’m not sure if you know quite what you’re in for,
As the queen of Persia you’ve got so much in store!
I’m sure that I can handle anything!
Oh I just can’t wait to be queen!
Everybody look left!
Everybody look right!
Any way you look I’m—
Gonna be the queen tonight!
I can do anything and everything!
By the way, has Persia had a Jewish queen?
Why would you ask a question so obscene?
Oh I just can’t wait to be queen!
She just can’t wait to be queen!
Just can’t wait…to be queen!!!
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I Won’t Bow Down
(to the tune of “I Won’t Grow Up”)
‘Cause bowing down, is bending low,
and we gave up that practice long ago,
I’ll never bow down, never bow down, never
bow down…
No Sir! (Not I!)
Not Mor…dechai!

I won’t bow down,
(He won’t bow down)
Made to stoop so far,
(Made to stoop so far)
Or to be a humble servant,
(Or to be a humble servant)
In the middle of Adar.
(In the middle of Adar)

I won’t bow down,
(He won’t bow down)
To the ground I’ll never fall,
(To the ground he’ll never fall)
I have too much self-respect,
(He has too much self-respect)
To have my back against the wall.
(To have his back against the wall)

If bowing down, to Haman means,
That I’d be creating a recurring scene,
I’ll never bow down, never bow down, never
bow down!
Not me! (Not I!)
Not Mor…dechai!

We won’t bow down,
(We won’t bow down)
We’ll make Haman go away,
(We’ll make Haman go away)
And take the opportunity,
(And take the opportunity)
To make him dearly pay.
(To make him dearly pay)

I won’t bow down,
(He won’t bow down)
Made to grovel in the dirt,
(Made to grovel in the dirt)
Giving Haman extra power,
(Giving Haman extra power)
To find more people he can hurt.
(To find more people he can hurt)

We won’t bow down,
(We won’t bow down)
For our time is soon at hand,
(For our time is soon at hand)
‘Cause with Mordechai and Esther,
(‘Cause with Mordechai and Esther)
We are safer in the land.
(We are safer in the land)

Never gonna be a slave, I won’t,
Like to see old Haman try…and make me.
Anyone who wants to try and make me
Be less than a man…
Catch me if you can!
I won’t bow down,
(He won’t bow down)
As a Jew I’m not allowed,
(As a Jew he’s not allowed)
Right in the ten commandments,
(Right in the ten commandments)
Which we follow and we’re proud…
(Which we follow and we’re proud)

In Shushan here, we hope to see,
More years of peace and joy and liberty…
We’ll never bow down, never bow down, never
bow down!
Not me! (Not me!)
Not me! (Not me!)
No sir!
(Not me!)
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Esther You See

No time to lose, you can’t snooze,
Esther you’ve got to save the Jews.
We’ve got trouble,
Act on the double,
Esther you see. (Esther you see.)
Esther you see (Esther you see.)
Life has been sweet here,
We can’t get beat here,
Naturally.
All of the Jews throughout the land,
Need you to lend a helping hand.
You’ve got to act,
This is a fact,
Esther you see.

(to the tune of “Under the Sea”)
You might be our only savior,
It won’t be a piece of cake.
You dream about going up there,
You think it’s a big mistake.
Just look at the world around you,
I say, who could ask for more.
Such wonderful things surround you,
But trouble could be in store.
Esther you see
Esther you see
You must tell the King,
That is the thing,
Take it from me.
Jews everywhere they rue the day,
Nothing to do but fast and pray,
This is our plight, but you’ll make it right,
Esther you see.

< Instrumental >
Esther you see (Esther you see)
Esther you see (Esther you see)
Since you’re the Queen,
You must make a scene,
Take it from me.
Haman is such an evil man,
We’ve got to stop his evil plan.
Everyone needs you,
He can’t defeat you,
Esther you see

In Shushan the Jews were happy,
They chant from the torah scroll.
But things have begun to change, and
It’s starting to take its toll.
So Esther, we need your help now,
Our chances are getting slim.
We can’t let ourselves be subject,
To Haman’s every whim.

You needed a nudge,
Don’t hold a grudge,
Esther you see.
You must prevail,
You cannot fail,
That’s why I sing,
Go see the King.
Ya we need luck here,
We’re really stuck here,
Esther you see.

Esther you see
Esther you see
They’re gonna beat us,
Try to defeat us,
Listen to me.
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How Do You Know
(to the tune of “That’s How You Know”)
How do you know I’ll save us?
How do you know we’ll live?
How do we know that you’ll save us?
How do you know that he’ll spare us?
How do you know that you’ll/I’ll really, really truly save us?
How do you know that you’ll/I’ll save us?
How do you know that he’ll spare us?
How do you know that you’ll/I’ll really, really truly save us?
It’s not enough to sit back and let the King reign
He will realize that you are truly a Jew
How do I know he’ll save us?
How do I know he’ll yield?
Well should I leave a little note to tell him what is on my mind?
Fast with fellow, worried Jews for three long days? Heyy!
We’ll find a new way to show him, “fight” is our middle name
That’s how I know, that’s how I know!
I’m the one…
You’ve got to show him you mean it
Don’t let him author your obit
Each day do something to prove it
To fight the fight for it
Everybody wants to live happily ever after
Everybody wants to know the Jews will really live…
How do you know he’ll hear me?
How do you know he’ll yield?
Well will the King hear me when I beg him for free will for all?
Dedicate my life to words to
Save the Jews! Oohh!
We’ll find our own way to tell him
How the future won’t be grim
That’s how we know…That’s how we know
I’m the one…I’m the one
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Some Lox and Some Bagels
(to the tune of “Spoonful of Sugar”)
In all the news that must be told, there is an element of gold
You find the gold, and snap…the news is great!
And ev'ry feast that you prepare
Is filled with Jewish fare
A blintze! Some tea! It's very clear to see...
That some lox and some bagels help the shocking news go down
The shocking news go down
The shocking news go down
Yes, some lox and some bagels help the shocking news go down
In a most surprising way!
The king who's sitting on his throne
Is very homicid'lly prone
When faced with queens who make up their own mind
Though quite convinced he's in the right
He'll be much less prone to smite
If I, can find, great foods on which to dine...
For some lox and some bagels help the shocking news go down
The shocking news go down
The shocking news go down
Yes, some lox and some bagels help the shocking news go down
In a most surprising way!
The creep who sits before the king
Has very little brain to bring
And spends his time cow-towing to the throne
For the king to join my side
My baking, I won’t hide [long pause]
And hence (and hence)
I bake (She bakes)
Each tasty kind of cake!
For some lox and some bagels help the shocking news go down
The shocking news go down
The shocking news go down
Yes, some lox and some bagels help the shocking news go down
In a most surprising way!
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Haman Again
(to the tune of “Human Again”)
Dress him up in the best
All will be so impressed
Purple robes, gold and jewels 'round his neck
Ride him all through the town,
With a shiny gold crown,
No expense to be spared—what the heck!
It's the least you can do
For a man fine and true.
To show all, I’m you’re fav’rite exec.
I’ll sit high on a horse,
And salute you, of course.
They’ll be cheering for Haman again.

But I like your advice,
It could turn-out so nice,
For a man I hold in high esteem.
Mordechai is the one,
For his day in the sun,
And I want you as part of the team.
When you lead the parade,
Please don’t feel you’re betrayed,
Because he saved my life,
Thanks to him, I’m alive.
So it’s Mordechai…
Mordechai?!?...Oh my, it’s Mordechai,..
Zeresh it’s Mordechai…Zeresh…

Oh, it's Haman again
Yes it's Haman again
Now the King fin'lly recognized me!
What a pleasure I am
Such a treasure I am
Something Mordechai couldn’t foresee.
I’ll start spreading the news
All that’s wrong with the Jews
Don’t you know this is how things should be
Fin'lly I'm gonna shine
Sushan all will be mine
You can bet that it’s Haman Again!

Haman you're such a fool
Mordechai is not cool
Now he's got the king's ear, that's no good.
You cannot trust that Jew
He's got it out for you
Kill him now like you know that you should.
If you don't, we are lost
'Cause he's hoodwinked your boss
You can't sit on your tuchus and brood.
Like a real hero does,
Make it all as it was,
Before Mordy appeared,
If you don't, then I’m scared…

Haman I’ve got some news,
You’ll be singing the blues,
Things are not quite the way that they seem.

It will never be Haman again!
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We Are Jews
(to the tune of “Be Our Guest”)
Motek, it is with deepest sadness
and greatest regret that we welcome you tonight.
And now we invite you to sit, let us pull up a
chair as we present – our situation!
We are Jews! We are Jews!
And we’re sure you’ve heard the news
That Haman’s built a gallows
Which he really wants to use.
It’s our necks, on the line
And we think it’s such a crime
Esther too, it's apparent…
Mordechai’s my foster parent!
We are strong, good inertia
After all, Sir, this is Persia
And a second queen you really shouldn’t lose
So take a look around
No we will not bow down
We are Jews! We are Jews! We are Jews!
Chicken soup, fish fillet
But not a bird of prey
We'll prepare and serve with flair,
A kosher cabaret!
We eat schmaltz, never bacon
And the challah must be “taken”
No one's gloomy or complaining
While the klezmer’s entertaining
We tell jokes, dance the hora
And we love to study Torah
But this edict’s really given us the blues.
Come on and understand
That Haman’s not your man
‘Cause we are Jews, we’re not Druze
And we always like to schmooze
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We are Jews! We are Jews! We are Jews!
You’re a Jew?!
You’re a Jew?!
Please I swear, I never knew!
I’m not mean, my sweet queen
Perhaps it’s time to re-review
Second thoughts
I’m inclined
So I might just change my mind
Cousin Mordy saved my life
And Queen Esther is my wife
Haman’s wrong
Downright bad
Heaven's sakes! I feel so mad!
Fix this mess! I know just what I need to do
You’ve got to dump this jerk
Put Haman out of work
For we are Jews (We are Jews)
We are Jews (We are Jews)
We are Jews! We are Jews! We are Jews!
We are Jews! We are Jews!
Stand a moment in our shoes
We will fight for what is right until we win
And we won’t lose.
With your help, with your care
Yes, we know you’ll do what’s fair
While the ner tamid’s still glowing,
You can save us, keep us going
We will plead, one by one
'Til you shout, "Haman is done!"
Then we'll praise your name to everyone you choose
Tonight please put your foot down
Say “you need not bow down”
We are Jews! We are Jews! We are Jews!
Please, we are Jews!
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Heigh Ho/Whistle While You Wait
(to the tune of “Heigh Ho” and “Whistle While You Work”)
Heigh ho, heigh ho,
The Jews have won, we know,
We’ve been done in by father’s sins,
Heigh ho, heigh ho, heigh ho…
Heigh ho, heigh ho,
It’s time for us to go,
We’ll shed no tears for father dear,
Heigh ho, heigh ho!
Just whistle while you wait, (whistling)
And sadly Haman’s gonna pay because he went too far.
So hum a tearful tune, (humming)
And he will pay for his crimes on the thirteenth of Adar.
And as you wait your turn,
Imagine that the king will pardon Haman for his crimes…
…but you’ll find that won’t happen very soon.
So, no, no, no, no, no…
To the gallows he must go.
It’s almost time, this fits the crime,
So whistle while you wait!
Heigh ho, heigh ho,
What Esther says, we know.
Is true, so sorry all you Jews
Heigh ho, heigh ho, heigh ho…
Heigh ho, heigh ho,
It’s time for us to go,
We’ll shed no tears for father dear,
Heigh ho, heigh ho!
Just whistle while you wait, (whistling)
Your time is brief, and our belief is an eye for an eye.
So hum a tearful tune, (humming)
We’re glad we’ve Achashverosh, Queen Esther and Mordechai!
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And as you wait your turn,
Imagine that the king will pardon Haman for his crimes…
…but you’ll find that won’t happen very soon.
So, no, no, no, no, no…
To the gallows he must go.
It’s almost time, this fits the crime,
So whistle while you wait!
Heigh ho, heigh ho,
It’s time for us to go…
Heigh ho, heigh ho,
It’s time for us to go…
Heigh ho, heigh ho,
It’s time for us to go…
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Hakun Hamantaschen
(to the tune of “Hakuna Matata”)
Hakun Hamantaschen,
What a wonderful phrase.
Hakun Hamantaschen,
It’s no meshuganeh saying…
It means no worries, our people have been saved!
All the Jews are free…
On Adar 14…
Hakun Hamantaschen!
Hakun Hamantaschen?
Yeah! It’s our…motto!
What is Hamantaschen exactly?
Well, come to think of it, I’m not quite sure.
But you know…these two words will solve all of your problems.
That’s right, take Mordy for example…
Why, when he was a young boychik…
When I was a young boychik!
Very nice.
Thanks!
I found that the Jews have been mistreated for years.
We’ve been treated unequally with all of our peers.
We were looked down upon, by a man named Haman.
But thanks to the king, his day is now done!
Oh the shame!
‘Twas the Jews he would hang!
But we weren’t downhearted!
Even when Haman…

Yes! Haman was his name!
What a horrible name!
No, not one bit!

Hey! Mordy! Not in front of the kids…
Oh. Sorry!
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Hakun Hamantaschen,
What a wonderful phrase.
Hakun Hamantaschen,
It’s no meshuganeh saying…
It means no worries, our people have been saved!
All the Jews are free…
On Adar 14…
Hakun Hamantaschen!
Hakun Hamantaschen Hakun Hamantaschen
Hakun Hamantaschen Hakun Hamantaschen
Hakun Hamantaschen Hakun Hamantaschen
Hakun Hamantaschen Hakun—
It means no worries, our people have been saved!
All the Jews are free…
On Adar 14…
Hakun Hamantaschen Hakun Hamantaschen
Hakun Hamantaschen Hakun Hamantaschen
I say Hakun…
I say Hamantaschen.
Hakun Hamantaschen Hakun Hamantaschen
Ta Ta!
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Jolly Challah-Day
(to the tune of “Jolly Holiday”)
What a spectacular day,
Everything’s going our way
A thrilling victory
With Esther on the spot, we foiled the plot,
And now it’s plain to see

Oh, it's a jolly challah-day in Shushan!
Now we Jews can live in peace.
Every year we will re-tell the story
Of how we got a brand-new lease.
We’ll celebrate with costumes, song, and
dancing
How Mordechai and Esther saved the day
With groggers in our hands, we’ll rock the
land
Forever drowning out, the name Ha-man
Oh, it’s a jolly challah-day with Esther
A jolly, jolly challah-day—Hooray!

(That) It's a jolly challah-day with Esther,
She’s the queen we all adore.
Though wicked Haman thought he had
impressed her
He never really knew the score.
We’ll celebrate with costumes, song, and
dancing
How Mordechai and Esther saved the day
With groggers in our hands, we’ll rock the
land
Forever drowning out, the name Ha-man
Oh, it’s a jolly challah-day with Esther
A jolly, jolly challah-day—Hooray!
Oh, it's a jolly challah-day in Shushan!
Now we Jews can live in peace.
Every year we will re-tell the story
Of how we got a brand-new lease.
We’ll bring mishloach manot to our neighbors
Maybe even watch a Purim shpiel
When Esther rules the land it feels so grand.
Her uncle, too, deserves a great big hand!
Oh, it's a jolly challah-day with Esther.
No wonder that Queen Esther’s our ideal
< Instrumental >
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The Mickey Mouse Club Megillah March
(to the tune of “The Mickey Mouse Club March”)
< Intro >

Sooo…Say goodbye to Haman now, and all his family,
Reports of his demise tonight were sponsored by Disney.

Come along and sing a song
About our lovely queen
E-S-T-H-E-R, she's the one for me!
Hey! there, Hi! there, Ho! there
It’s our Jewish history
Mordechai and Esther led us all to victory
Mordechai! (Esther too!)
Mordechai! (Esther too!)
Forever let us hold Megillahs high…High…High…HIGH!
Hope you liked our shpiel tonight, please sing along with me.
A little hiccup here and there, but remember it was free.
Who’s the leader of the throne
In Persian history?
A-C-H, A-S-H-(V)-E-R-O-S-H
Achashverosh! (He’s the king!)
Achashverosh! (He’s the king!)
Forever let us hold Megillahs high…High…High…HIGH!
A-chash-verosh!
(spoken) Rosh? He's head of the kingdom!
Mor-de-chai!
(spoken) Chai? Because we like you!
Fun for you and me!
< Chant >

B-E-T, H-E-L
P-U-R-I-M

< Repeat after Intro >

